BEECHWOOD CARE HOME

Dynamic lighting and interactive
technology bring new experiences to
Beechwood residents

CASE STUDY

Leonard
Cheshire
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Beechwood care home provides
support and nursing care for
physically disabled adults with
complex needs. Set in the village of
Edgerton, near Huddersfield the
centre offers a home for around 20
residents.
The care home is continually looking
for new ways to enhance the life
experience of residents, and as part
of their latest project, wanted to
create a room where service users
can access technology to create new
experiences and explore the world
around them.
As Beechwood Volunteer co-ordinator,
Gemma Mc Corkingdale explained.
“We wanted to create a stimulating
environment for the residents, to
enhance their lives and encourage
them to experience new things”.
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Corporate
support
It was decided to re-purpose an underutilised room within the existing
building to create a new space to be
called the Life Skills Room.
The development of the Room was
made possible thanks to a grant
from the Cummins Foundation and a
significant contribution raised by Kevin
Berry (a manufacturing engineer from
Cummins) through sponsorship for the
London Marathon.
The team at Cummins have a long
history of engagement with Leonard
Cheshire, having previously supported
the regeneration of the outside garden
spaces at the care home.
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Over the last few years that
we have been involved with
Beechwood, we have developed
special relationships with the
staff and especially the residents.
We were delighted to be able
to secure this grant from the
Cummins Foundation enabling us
to continue to promote equality
of opportunity and to enhance the
life of residents at Beechwood.
Lucy Bristow, Corporate Responsibility Leader - Cummins

Interaction for
entertainment
and learning

Audiovisual integrator Pure AV was
approached to work with Cummins
and Beechwood on the design and
installation of the room.
The technology deployed needed
to be accessible to service users,
adaptable to accommodate the
different ways that the room would be
used and easy for the non-technical
staff at Beechwood to manage.

A 55” Clevertouch Plus screen on
height adjustable floor stand provides
the main interactive surface within
the room. The solution selected for
the user experience it offers and the
rich variety of resources available
through the Cleverstore.

The Clevertouch screen can be used
independently or connected up to
a wall mounted 65” Philips display
installed at one end of the room.

The option to be able to choose
between pen and finger to control the
screen was also an important feature.
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An engaging
viewing area
The large wall mounted screen
provides an area for residents to
watch television, view movies,
access the internet or play
computer games.
Source selection and control of the
room is managed via a Crestron
control system with a simple user
interface installed onto iPads.
Wall speakers situated in each corner
flood the room with sound helping to
immerse residents into their chosen
activity.

06 Pure Audio Visual

Expanding horizons
with virtual reality
A set of virtual reality headsets is
in place to enable service users to
explore environments that would not
usually be accessible to them and
can be adapted for use by staff to
provide educational experiences to
support the learning of new skills.
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Dynamic, LED lighting to immerse
and stimulate
One of the most critical aspects
of the design is the integration of
a fully controllable, dynamic LED
lighting system.
The addition of the lighting brings the
environment to life and introduces an
additional level of sensory experience
to the room.
Supplied by Sun-Light Solutions and
configured by Pure AV, the lighting can
be independently controlled or set to
respond automatically to the video
content or music being played.
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A twin lighting pelmet filled with RGB
LED lighting, enables lighting effects
to wash upwards and downwards.
The pelmet is designed to disguise
the bright LED lights and expand the
lighting display into the whole room.

Room flexibility for residents and
visitors
The space can be divided up into
two individual areas, front and
rear so that two different lighting
scenarios can be used at the same
time or controlled as one whole
room for when larger sessions are
required.
Alongside the ability to create lighting
effects according to the video or
audio feed, single colour scenes are
also available.
There is a colour wheel built into the
iPad app or Crestron control page,
from which users can interactively
choose the desired colour for the

room, perfect for scene setting or
when seeking to create a specific
mood within the space.
During the installation process, the
residents were able to see the room
taking shape and the excitement
and interest demonstrated were very
rewarding to witness.
The staff could immediately see how
they could use the place to support
the individual service user’s needs
and recognised the potential to invite
outside users to make use of the new
space they had created.
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An open door to new experiences
The Life Skills room is available for use
by local schools, community disability
groups and volunteers and offers
many benefits to a wide range of
people and disabilities.
Gemma Mc Corkindale highlights,
“The adaptable nature of the
lighting and interactive technology
available makes the room beneficial
to those with neurological injuries,
communication problems, and
limited mobility.
It enables schools in the area,
especially schools which are already
in our community partnership
programme to get an insight

into what can be achieved to
help disabled people through
technology”.

the lives of our service users”, says
Gemma Mc Corkindale.

The Beechwood residents have been
making full use of the new facilities
and the positive impact on daily
routine at the care home is already
clear to see.
“The Life Skills room is amazing. I
watch the service users faces, and I
see the joy it brings.
Each day, I find something new with
the technology in the room, which
inspires me to explore new ways
to bring outside experiences into
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